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From the Committee: 
Dear Families 
The end of the term is drawing to a close and the weather is divine. How lovely it 
was today to sit in the sun and have morning tea and a chat with some lovely 
parents. It was also lovely to watch the kids play around us and show them that 
the parents are back in their school. I’m hoping that over the coming terms we 
will have more opportunities like this one, to come together in an informal way 
to catch up. 
Thank you so much to all the parents who have been coming into the school this 
term. It is so nice having you around and your presence is definitely felt. Thank 
you to our wonderful staff!! What a crazy time we have been experiencing. 
Watching you holding hands with the students and listening to the beautiful 
singing in preparation for the solstice is truly some of the magic that unfolds each 
day. 

We had our AGM last week and said 
farewell to our secretary, Cushla. 
What an amazing woman who has 
put her heart and soul into the 
position. She clearly loves the school, 
its ethos and what it means to our 
school community. Luckily for us she 
is still hanging around and you will 
find her now in the classroom where 
she is already helping out.  
We welcome Adjana and look 
forward to what he will bring to the 
committee. If you think you would 
like to be a part of the decision 
making in the school, don’t hesitate 
to talk to a member and join. The 
ability to be a part of a parent run 
school is truly unique.  
 

Our WINTER SOLTICE is coming up. This is one of the most magical nights the 
school participates in. Please show your support and put your name down in 
the office to help with one of the following: 

• Prep dinner 
• Serve dinner 
• Clean up 

It is really nice to hang out with other parents and get to know who your child is 
going to school with. It really doesn’t work if it is always the same parents that 
keep coming in.  
If you have a spare pumpkin lying about, please bring it in. We serve delicious 
pumpkin soup, vegie soup and apple crumble for dessert. Your participation in 
helping will contribute to a roster day off your fees. Please message blossom with 
your interest. 
 

 
School Calendar: 

● Term 2 Ends         
Friday, 24 June 2022             

● Term 3 Begins             
Monday, 18 July 2022 
 
School Bell: 

● School starts: 9:05 
● Recess: 11:00-11:30 

    Thu: 10:30-11:00 
● Lunch:  13:00-13:45 

   Thu: 12:30-1:15 
● School ends:   14:45 

 
Committee Meetings:   
Wed, 22 June, 3pm 
(At school, times are subject 
to change) 

 
Yuruugin & Guruman Camp 
20 – 22 June 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Drink Bottles: 
 

All children are to bring 
their own drink bottles  

as part of COVID hygiene 
measures. 

 

Especially important on 
Wed & Thu for CIRCUS.  

 

Can all parents please 
label clothing & gear to 
reduce lost property. 

 



With winter here our children’s appetites have increased. Teachers have noticed that some children are short 
of food by lunchtime. Can you please discuss lunches with your child and ensure they are coming to school with 
enough food to get them through the day and with food they will eat.  
This is also a good time to remind you that we are a NUDE FOOD school. If you can, please try your very best to 
limit food that requires wrappers and limit foods high in sugar. 
 
We are trying to ensure we provide opportunities for most parents to be able participate in our workdays by 
offering 2 a term. These workdays contribute $50 towards your school fees and really do help the school look 
its very best.  
Over the holidays we are having more major landscaping done with new paths and handball play spaces put in, 
so it will be perfect timing for a spruce up. Therefore, next term we will be having a workday on the last Saturday 
(16 July) of the holidays so we can have the school looking amazing first day back for the children.  
We will have one later in the term.  
 
Have a fabulous break and we will see you next term. 
Nicole 
 
 
 
 
 

Winter Solstice Celebration 
Thursday, 23 June ’22 

 
 

Join us for our annual 
Winter Solstice Celebration. 

 

 
The evening’s events will include a lantern parade,  
circle dance, singing, fire dancing and a bonfire,  

followed by a warm, nourishing feast. 
 

Arrive 4:45pm for a 5pm start. 
 
  



Communication:  
 

Please read the last page of this newsletter for the school’s revised 
COVID-19 Risk Management Plan for 2022. 

 
 
Absentees:  

• It is important to call the Office by 9:30am if your child is unable to attend school for any reason.  
 
• If children arrive after 9:05am or are picked up before 2:45pm, parents/carers need to sign the  

Late Arrival/Early Pick-Up Register in the office.  
 

• Please provide a Doctor’s Medical Certificate to the Office if your child is absent due to illness for five 
consecutive days or more.  

 
• If you are planning time away from school during the term, please complete an Application for 

Exemption from School form at the Office. 
 

 
Committee: 
The committee feels strongly about open communication at the school. Please keep our contact details 
handy and don’t hesitate to contact whomever you feel comfortable with.  

 
  

 

Committee Member Position Phone 
Number Email 

Jacinta Duivenvoorden  Vice President 
& Secretary  0422 817 151 jacinthafrancess@gmail.com 

• Contact regarding school newsletter, TFC work levies, concerns around cleaning, TFC liaison 

Blossom Gillard President 0497 800148 blissbloss@gmail.com 

• Contact regarding complaints/compliments, committee inductions, TFC liaison, TFC work 
levies 

Kristoff Brunet de 
Courssou (Adjana Flow) Treasurer 0481 090 348 kris.bdc@gmail.com 

• Contact regarding fees  

Nicole Devery Member 0432 429 296 nicolepeisto@hotmail.com 

• Contact regarding school newsletter, teacher liaison, staff issues, maintenance, social media 



Birthdays 
We would like to congratulate the following students on their birthdays. 
Happy birthday precious possums

 

 
Tarnae 

4 July  

  
Ruby 

26June 

 
 

Marshall 
20 July 

 

 
Jeevan 

26 July 

  
Eden 

4 July 



Buribi (Kindy) 
 
A huge Thank You to parents who have managed to squeeze home visits into your busy lives, the 
children really love the sharing, and it will support our appreciation for differences (a focus learning area 
for next term). We have been so spoilt with this amazing weather, fitting in so perfectly with our home 
visits. Everyone got snuggles with the guinea pigs at Kiro’s place and he led us on a special walk through 
the forest. At Grace’s home, we had a tasty treat, enjoyed the view, met the bunnies, and had a tour. 
We took turns holding kittens at Saya’s place, shared some chocolate and met Kevin the Guide Dog. This 
week, we will venture up the hill to Lali’s place and will no doubt share more special things.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The students have been enjoying The Creative Recovery sessions with Sarah, Pip and Jarrah. We have 
been working on our colour emotion booklets. Our busy hands are constructing fun lanterns for the 
school Lantern Parade, and we are learning some songs to sing on the evening. Please practice the songs 
with your child at home (the song booklets will be placed in reading folders this Tuesday.)  
 
Reading at home is a fantastic way to help ensure your child maintains their reading abilities through the 
school holidays. Continual sound and letter recognition is the key to developing fluency throughout 
reading. The flashcards are also a quick way to keep skills relevant. Please don’t hesitate to contact me if 
the reading folder is missing, or if you need to organise some new readers for the holidays.  
 
Reports will be available for collection during the last week of this term. Contact me if you have any 
concerns regarding your child’s progress in Kindy. In case I don’t see you before the holidays bounce up, 
have a safe and enjoyable break.  
Thank you so much to Lisa who has consistently provided endless support to our lucky group this Term.  
 
Fiona  

Home Visits: 
Adventures to special 
places with special people.  



Gooarng (Yrs1&2) 
 
The imagination of the Gooarng kids is exploding in their stories. Tales of treasure hunting, food gathering and 
flying are taking shape in magical mushroom forests, rainforests and mushroom houses. It’s wonderful when 
the whole class is abuzz with the activity of writing. 

 
We have been working on our teamwork as 
a class by completing a puzzle - the kids say 
‘Look we made the world!’ 
 
With Winter Solstice approaching, we’ve 
been using tissue paper to make the hoods 
of our mushroom lanterns and learning 
songs of warmth and renewal. 
 
Up we grow, 
Ishta 
 

  



Yuruugin (Years 3&4) 
 

Hi families,  
  
It’s hard to imagine there are only two weeks of the term left, crazy! I trust everyone is over the 
sicknesses and relishing in this divine sunshine. I think I was the last of the Yuruugin pack to fall ill… 
and ill I fell. Thank you to Blossom and Ruben for taking care of my wonderful class. Blossom sure has 
a flair for creative writing! The kids have been chomping at the bit to write their “chapter books” of 
late, and they won’t let me get in the way! As much as I have tried to bring them back to sentence 
structure and punctuation, when the writing inspo is flowing, you just gotta let them go!  

  
This week we had the walk to North End 
with Emmy and Freya on Wednesday. 
This was an active and adventurous day 
guided by Emmy’s impeccable 
knowledge of the plant and animal 
world.   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Creative Recovery has been a delight 
on Tuesdays where the kids have been 
learning some stimulating strategies 
to help with developing imaginative 
ideas. It’s always great learning from 
experts and trying new approaches to 
writing. We should just about be 
ready to finish up our clay creations as 
well which is all too exciting. We have 
some dexterous students in our 
school. Working with clay is not an 
easy skill!  
  
We said goodbye to Lieka last Friday who will be jet setting to Europe (jealous) for 2 months. We look 
forward to facetiming with her while she’s off galivanting around the European sunshine ;)  
  
Next week is our 3-day camp followed by the Winter Solstice lantern parade. A busy couple of weeks 
ahead indeed. On that note, I’m off to finalise those mid-year reports.  
  
Stay healthy!  
Angie  

  



 Guruman (Years 5&6) 

By Eden Paitson, 13/06/22 
 
“Go, go, go, we gotta get out of here!” Running was the only thing Kat could think about, besides her friends. 
The sand became softer and looser; that made it hard to run. The dry desert and the hot sun made Kat’s dark 
skin feel completely stripped of moisture. Her hair was pulled into some lousily tied braids that she hadn't had 
time to make neat. Sweat dripped down her cheeks, evaporating before it could hit the ground. The heat was 
unbearable; Kats vision became blurry but she couldn't stop running. 
  
Just as she thought they had outrun it, she heard a massive piercingly loud roar. She looked behind her and saw 
a giant blue and green mutant spider, its mouth dripping with blood. She turned to her friends who were also 
running top speed. “Whose blood was it?’ she murmured under her breath. 
 She started counting her friends to see who was missing. “Sam, Jamie, Elle”, she murmured. “Elle!” she 
screamed, realising her friend had perished. 
  
 She shed a tear, then another, and another. Soon streams of tears were pouring down her face. Soon her best 
friend Bonnie realised why she was crying. “Elle,” Bonnie whispered, her face in shock. They just had to keep 
running. Eventually the massive creature gave up running. The group had ten people… no, nine people, since 
Elle was gone. They all sat down puffed, everyone got out their water bottles, but for most people, only a 
couple drops were left. 

  
“This isn’t gonna work,” said Jamie. “We only got 
away because that one had a hurt leg.” Bonnie and 
Kat looked down sadly. “We didn’t all escape,” said 
Kat. “Elle didn’t make it,” finished Bonnie. A look of 
sadness faded over the groups faces. Silence set 
over the area; the only thing to be heard was the 
distant sound of sand blowing in the wind. 
  
 After a while, they got up and started walking. “We 
need to find somewhere safe to stay,” said Sam. “I 
don’t know where though,” she said. Eventually 
they came to a massive rusty lever, attached to a 
weathered trap door. Sam ran over and pulled the 
lever cautiously. Inside was what seemed to be an 
abandoned survival bunker. It had boxes of water, 
weapons, dried food, even some sleeping bags and 
clothes. “This is perfect,” said Kat with a feeling of 
happiness, something she hadn't felt in a long time. 
Everyone drank and ate until they were full. 
  

 Kat looked around and saw a small box. “Come here,”  she called to Bonnie. Bonnie walked over. “What is it?” 
Kat opened up the box to see what was in there. In the box was a photo of a beautiful mountain. It looked 
familiar somehow. Then she realised. She quickly ran outside and looked out to the giant mountain and 
compared it to the photo; it was the same mountain as in the photo, but the one in the photo was lush and 
green, while the mountain now was just sand and rock. 
  
 She ran inside to where the box was. She soon noticed the note inside the box. It said, “The mountain has the 
answer.” Kat didn’t know what that meant but something told her that they had to go to the mountain. “We 



have to go to the mountain,” she said firmly to the rest of the group. “What?’ Bonnie said, confused. Kat didn’t 
explain; she just started packing bags of supplies for the long walk. 
  
 “Go on! Pack your bags. We are leaving,” Kat said, not waiting for a response. “Why would we listen to you?” 
said Sam. Most people agreed with Sam, but then Bonnie stood up. “When has Kat ever been wrong?” Silence 
washed over the room. “Exactly, she hasn’t.” 
“Fine”, Sam said, obviously annoyed. 
  
Everyone packed their bags and started walking towards the mountain. They were walking for a good two 
hours when they sat down for lunch. “So what are we gonna do when we get up the mountain?” said Jamie 
sceptically. “I don’t know, but I know it’s gonna be our new home.” 
 
Chapter Two coming soon.



 SEE and STEAM with Emmy 
 
Firstly, a massive thank you to Cushla, Blossom and Nicole for the mammoth effort getting the wood chips down in 
the garden. And a huge thankyou to Motoko and Tanya for your weeding work. The garden is starting to feel like 
its beautiful usual self and hopefully will be back to full production soon.  
Gosh, it is wonderful to see parents back helping our school be the fabulous place it is. 
 
Highlights from SEE/STEM classes in the past fortnight (aside from glorious sunshine) include: 

 
Buribi 
- Cooking yummy, seeded buns. Kneading dough is great for 
strengthening little fingers and dexterity 
- Taking home sprout jars to observe germination and eat the 
experiment 
- Making track traps and seeing that they were accessed 
- Making little helicopters to investigate seed dispersal strategies 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Buribi making seedy buns. 
 
Gooarng 
- Cooking scrumptious mushrooms and scrambled eggs on toast and mushroom dumplings 
- Our fabulous walk up at Mt Nardi. Huge thank you to Zac and Akela for joining Ishta, Amanda and I 
- Continuing to explore the wild world of fungi. 

Gooarng mushroom hunt.       Gooarng cooking mushroom dumplings.  
 



Yuruugin 
- Continuing to fix up the damaged EBT 
volcano 
- Making "volcanic rocks"- honeycomb and 
toffee 
- Investigating how heat changes materials 
by making beeswax dip candles 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yuruugin students fixing the vandalised volcano in the Ethnobotany Trail. 
 
 
Guruman 
- Finishing our new Maker Space signage 
- Writing to our scientist Pen Pals 
- Designing and building prototypes for billy carts  

The new Maker Space signage made by Guruman students.  Guruman with their billy cart prototypes. 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Important Notices: 
 
● No toys, sweets, money, or mobile phones are allowed to be brought to school or on the bus.  
 
2022 Term 2 COVID-19 Risk Management Plan:  

• Students who are unwell, even with mild symptoms are required to stay home and undertake a RAHT or PCR 
test. If students test negative and symptoms continue your child should stay home and take another RAHT or 
PCR test in 24 hours. If that test is also negative, your child may return to school if another diagnosis is confirmed 
by a GP, such as hay fever. 

• The school has advised families that Covid-19 vaccinations now available for 5-12 years. 

• Families have been advised that students wearing masks in indoor setting is an effective way to reduce potential 
Covid-19 transmission, and that families wanting to do this will need to supply their own mask and instruct their 
child/children how to wear them.   

• All sporting activities will be undertaken within the child/children’s individual cohort. All equipment will be 
sanitised between use by each cohort.  

• Contract cleaner is providing touch point and surface cleaning services daily.  

• Teachers/teacher’s aides are reminding children regularly about maintaining good hygiene practice and why this 
is necessary as part of daily class activities.  

• Where practically possible children are encouraged to maintain social distancing. 

• Families are directed to discuss WHS concerns with committee members. If staff are questioned by 
parents/carers, staff are encouraged to direct them to a committee member. This can be done via phone/email 
or Zoom if required.  

 
Advice for Families from NSW Education. 
Close contacts attending school 
Extracted from NSW Education, 3 May 2022 –  https://education.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/advice-for-families 

To ease the isolation requirements for close contacts was made on 20 April 2022. This will enable 
students and staff who are close contacts and have no symptoms to continue to attend school if they 
follow guidelines agreed with NSW Health.  

Note that staff and students who have had confirmed COVID-19 in the last 12 weeks do not have to 
comply with the following guidelines if they become a household or close contact and are not required to 
self-isolate or test unless they develop new COVID-19 symptoms. 

Close contacts attending school will need to adhere to the following in addition to the NSW Health 
Guidelines 

• They must notify the school if they are intending to return under this provision. 
• They should conduct a daily RAT and return a negative result each morning before attending 

school for 5 school days. 
• Primary school students are recommended to wear a mask indoors (except when eating or 

exercising). 
• No student or staff member identified as a close contact will be permitted to participate in 

overnight excursions, including school camps. 

Students and staff at greater risk of serious illness, if they were to contract COVID-19, should speak 
with their health care professional to review their health support plan or COVID-19 action plan and 
speak with the school about any local considerations. 



Testing (Last Updated 23 April 2022) 

Remember: Staff and students cannot attend school if they are showing any symptoms of COVID-19 

If symptoms occur at any time, your child should not attend school and should undertake a rapid antigen 
test (RAT). 

Additional delivery of RATs will be provided for students and staff who are identified as close contacts 
and are returning to school. 

Beyond the department's provision of RATs, symptomatic students and staff should continue to access 
PCR and store-purchased RATs. 

• If a student is unwell and has any COVID-19 symptoms, they should always test for COVID-19. 
• If the test comes back negative for COVID-19, the student should still not return to school until 

either: 
o The student no longer has any symptoms, or 
o A medical certificate is provided to the school confirming that symptoms are explained by 

another diagnosis (such as hay fever) 

• It is important that students do not attend school if they are unwell, even if they have tested 
negative for COVID-19. Rapid antigen tests can produce false negative results and symptoms of 
other illnesses can also be similar to COVID-19, including flu, the common cold and stomach bugs. 
Health advice is that students who are sick should always stay home to rest and recover and 
avoid putting other students and staff at risk of getting sick. 

It is recommended that students and staff that return to school after recovering from COVID-19 do not 
participate in rapid antigen testing for 12 weeks following release from self-isolation unless they develop 
new COVID-19 symptoms. This is due to NSW Health advice that people who have recovered from 
COVID-19 have a low risk of contracting it again in the following 12 weeks. 

People using saliva testing kits must not eat or drink for 30 minutes before taking the saliva RAT, to give 
more accurate results. 

For positive COVID-19 cases 
If there is a positive case in your child’s class, year or other grouping, your child can continue to attend 
school in line with NSW Health advice. 
If a student or staff member receives a positive RAT test, they need to: 

• Record the positive RAT result through the Service NSW website or the NSW Services App 
–   please add details of your child's school or early childhood education centre when prompted 

• notify the school of the positive RAT or PCR test result as soon as possible 
• follow NSW Health advice to isolate for 7 days. 

Registering your child’s positive RAT with Service NSW is a requirement of the Public Health Order and 
helps NSW Health track COVID-19 in schools and address any public health issues early on if required. 

Negative results do not need to be reported to Service NSW or to the school. 

Schools will inform their community when there is a positive case in the school and guide families on 
NSW Health advice, including monitoring for symptoms. Parents should expect regular communication. 

 


